Materials and methods.
The stereotaxic apparatus is illustrated in figures 1a, b. This stereotaxic technique is applicable to sexually immature rainbow trout of 130 ± 10 g. The head holder is a 3-point system of attachment, consisting of 2 orbital bars, one inserted on the upper rim of each orbital bone ring ( fig. 1b) , and a mouth bar against the roof of the mouth. The apparatus consists of a metal base plate supporting a vertical tube on which are fixed two horizontal bars (left horizontal bar shown in fig. 1 a, both are shown in fig. 1 Preparation of the atlas.
Ten sexually immature one year old rainbow trout, weighing 130 g after 3 days of starvation, were used. The fish were raised in earthen raceways and fed pelleted food twice daily. Each fish was placed on the stereotaxic apparatus, the top of the skull cut with a circular saw blade, and the brain exposed. In four of the fish, the brain was cross-sectioned at the level of the cerebellum using a razor blade attached to the electrode holder, and the anterior portion of the brain removed, with the pituitary attached, and fixed in Bouin's solution for 3 days. At embedding, the cerebellum section of the brain was placed against the bottom of the paraffin cup, and the angle of the cerebellum crdss-section used as the guide for the angle for cutting sections in the same vertical plane as the electrodes in the stereotaxic apparatus ( fig. 3) (Bauchot etal., 1973) .
The nomenclature used for the diencephalic nuclei is the same as for goldfish (Peter and Gill, 19751 . Some additional subdivisions of nuclei in the trout brain have been made by Ridet et al. (1974) and Ekengren and Terlou (1978) , particularly in the NLT and NPO. Dubois et al. (1978, 1979) found that perikarya containing immunoreactive somatostatin were present in the NLT and NPP, but not in the NPO ; this confirms the distinction between the NPP and NPO, as suggested by . The trout NPO, as in other teleosts, is subdivided into the pars parvocellularis, containing small perikarya, and the pars magnocellularis, containing large perikarya ; Gomori-positive material appears earlier in the large NPO cells during ontogenesis (Plytycz, 1974) , suggesting some functional differences between these two subdivisions of the NPO. Undoubtedly functional subdivisions in many nuclei will become evident with further studies. We hope that this stereotaxic atlas and technique will contribute to such studies.
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